
Additional Parish News  
 

Advent Quiet Afternoon 
 PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE ! 

On Saturday 15th December will be having a Quiet afternoon in the spirit of Advent. The 
suggestion is that we gather at 11.45 with a “bring your lunch” and the First session will 

commence at 12.30 pm. 
The afternoon will include Formal input, times of Quiet Prayer, Reflective activities, and 

times for Reflective conversation. 
One of the resources we need for this afternoon is a supply of fabrics mainly in shades 
of blue, purple or bluish greens. If you have surplus supplies please bring them in as 

soon as possible. 
In mid-November an attendance sheet will be placed in the Foyer. All are welcome 

 

Samaritans Christmas Gift Appeal  
Begins this Sunday the 28th October and will end 2nd December.  

There will be special boxes under Christmas trees in the foyer and hall for your 
donations.  

Christmas food items can be collected up until 9th December  
A list of suitable gifts is available from Gloria Fatches if you require it. 

 

Nativity on Display  
Toronto Uniting Church  

Come and view some of the many ways the Christmas story is presented in tapestry, 
figurines and more.  

Thursday 29th Nov – 10am – 4pm  
Friday 30th November 10am - 6pm  

Saturday 1st December 10am – 4pm  
Sunday 2nd December 10am – 12noon  

Entry is Free, refreshments available.  
 

Interfaith Forum  
The final Interfaith Forum for 2018 will be on the topic  
“Our Faiths and the Discernment Process held on 

Thursday 22nd November at  
Cathedral House – Murray Room  

841 Hunter St, Newcastle  
With various speakers from multiple denominations including  

Fr Andrew Eaton – Anglican  
Brendon Mannyx – Catholic  

Forugh Dorani - Muslim 
Ruth Jacobs – Jewish  

Rev Dr Gerald Duncan – Uniting   



 
At Synod on Saturday Fr Andrew Eaton moved a motion entitled ‘Call for the removal 
of Asylum Seekers from Nauru and Manus Island.’ it was carried unanimously.   
In particular he spoke of the 40 children still incarcerated there and the KIDS OFF 
NAURU Campaign auspiced by World Vision Australia. The plan is to demand that 
Australia’s political leaders free these children and their families by International 
Children’s Day – 20 November.  That’s now less than three weeks away.  
 One action we will be taking is to join other churches around the diocese in ringing 

our bell at midday each Friday – one toll for each incarcerated child. 
 Another action you can take is go BLUE FOR NAURU. In the week before 

Universal Children’s Day (20 Nov) “go blue” in solidarity with the children and 
families our nation has trapped on Nauru. Blue can symbolise sadness and 
depression - which is appropriate given the suffering these people are enduring in 
our name. 

 
From the KIDS OFF NAURU website   
There are 40 children in detention on Nauru not allowed to leave this tiny island the 
size of Melbourne Airport. 
 
Children in detention on Nauru have recently witnessed lipstitching, self-immolation 
and other suicide attempts.  There are limited safe or pleasant places to play because 
of unshaded, hot phosphate rock and the fear of wild dogs on the island. 
 
In at least three cases in the past seven months, Australian judges have ordered that 
young children be immediately brought to Australia for care. Three refugees in Nauru 
have died by suicide.   
 
One 10-year-old boy had attempted suicide three times on Nauru. Doctors said he was 
at critical risk of killing himself, but it took a Federal Court order to eventually move him 
to Australia for urgent treatment.  It shouldn't require Federal Judges to force the 
Government to keep these children safe. 
 
Children and their families are trapped on the island of Nauru in cruel and inhumane 
conditions without adequate health, education or employment options. By Universal 
Children’s Day (20 November), we need to bring them here and either offer 
resettlement in Australia or find another suitable country that welcomes them.  
Getting #KidsOffNauru will give them the chance to enjoy the same normal, healthy 
childhood we’d expect for our children. For more information visit: FAQ - 
https://www.kidsoffnauru.com/faq 
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